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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are gal sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
y+ ag received in every mail from 

ca. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the ap m sO many seri- 
ous young oe in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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Children at Home 


Betty's Miracle ~- 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott. 


66 EASE, I want to buy a miracle.” 

The little girl’s voice was so eager 
and anxious that the elderly druggist 
did his best to try to understand what 
the child wanted. 

“But, my dear, I don’t know what sort 
of medicine you want. Didn’t your 
Mommy tell you, and write it down?” 

“No,” said Betty impatiently, “she 
didn’t. But you see I must get a mir- 
acle right now. I’ve brought my'’money 
box along, as I hadn’t time to open it. 
You can have all of it, only you must 
sell me a miracle.” 

The druggist, greatly puzzled, only 
shook his head. 

At that moment a tall, elderly man, 


‘standing just behind Betty, bent down 


with a reassuring smile and said, “What 
do you want a miracle for, little girl? 
If you told us, then, perhaps, we could 
help you.” 

Betty turned around quickly. She 
was never shy with strangers. “Oh, 
sir,” she cried, “my twin brother, Billy, 
is very, very sick, and nothing seems 
to make him better. I heard the doctor 
saying to my Daddy this afternoon, 
‘I’m afraid nothing but a miracle can 
cure him.’ Of course he meant Billy, 
so I ran upstairs and came right over 
here where Mommy gets her medicines. 
Why won’t he sell me a miracle for 
Billy? Please tell him he must, for I’m 
in such a hurry to get back with it!” 

The tall man looked kindly at the 
little girl who was nearly crying with 
disappointment. 

“Well now, my dear,” he said, “sup- 
pose you take me along to your home. 
I am a doctor and I might possibly be 
able to help Billy. I’m afraid you can’t 
buy a ‘miracle’ anywhere for there is 
only One who can give it—if we ask 
Him.” 

Betty hesitated, but when the drug- 
gist, who was a real friend of the fam- 
ily; told her that it would be quite all 
right for her to accept the kind doctor’s 
offer, she looked up at him eagerly 
and exclaimed, “Oh, do please come!” 

The largest and most luxurious car 
Betty thought she had ever seen was 
waiting outside the store. It almost 
took her breath away when she was 
seated in it beside her new friend who 
put her at ease at once. 

“What shall I call you, please? My 
name is Betty Wray.” 

“Oh, call me ‘Doctor Luke.’ You re- 
member that he was a man in the 
Bible who healed sick folk; and that’s 
my job, too.” 

In a few minutes they reached Betty’s 
home where her father was just com- 
ing out to look for her. He was amazed 
to see her sitting with a stranger in 
such a beautiful car, but a neighbor 
was waiting to whisk Betty off to 
supper so they left the two men talking 


together. 
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When Betty returned the car was 
gone and the neighbor hustled her off 
to bed at once. “Your mother will be 
coming in to say good night as soon as 
she can, dear. Lie down like a good 
girl until she comes, for I must hurry 
home.” 

. When her Mommy came, Betty 
jumped up in great excitement. “Oh, 
Mommy, has Dr. Luke made Billy bet- 
ter? He told me that no one could buy 
a miracle, but that God could give it.” 

“Well, darling, I think God may be 
going to answer all our prayers. Dr. 
Luke, as you call him, is a very great 
doctorswith wonderful healing skill. He 
was just passing through our town on a 
holiday trip when he happened to stop 
at that drugstore. He knows our doctor 
as he was one of his students many 
years ago; so, it really seems like a 
miracle that we should have his help, 
for he lives very far away.” 

“Well, Mommy, if Dr. Luke makes 
Billy better, I'll give him all the money 
in my box to say ‘Thank you.’” 

Her mother smiled. “I don’t think, 

(Continued on page 1003) 
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“We Are His Workmanship” 


(Literally translated, “His peem’’—Eph. 2:10.) 
By Mildred Christian 


ELP me, dear Lord, 
This thing to be, 
A glad and happy 
Poem for Thee; 
A shining light 
To warmly glow 
On near and dear 
On friend and foe: 
Thy poem F am. 
And pray to be 
A clearer, brighter 
Imaging of Thee. 
ye 


Beware of Murmuring 


Complaining is a habit bad for any- 
one, but especially so for a Christian. 
Throughout the Bible it is shown to be 
very displeasing to God. Because the 
Children of Israel murmured against 
Moses and Aaron, at the prospect of 
entering the land of Canaan, many of 
them were destroyed; but Caleb and 
Joshua were spared because they be- 


lieved God and encouraged the people. ' 


God was ready to smite them with 
pestilence, but Moses interceded for 
them (Num. .14:12-20). But many of 
them were not allowed to see the Prom- 
ised- Land. At the conclusion of the 
numbering of the tribes, we read: 
“These are they that were numbered 
by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who 
numbered the children of Israel in the 
plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho. 
But among these there was not a man 
of them whom Moses and Aaron the 
priest numbered, when they numbered 
the children of Israel in the wilderness 
of Sinai. For the Lord -had said of 


them, They shall surely die in the wil- 


“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us” 
1 SAMUEL 7:12 






derness. And there was not left a man 
of them, save Caleb the son of Jephun- 
neh, and Joshua the son of Nun” (chap. 
26:63-65). This record is used as a 
warning to us: “Neither murmur ye, 
as some of them also murmured, and 
were destroyed of the destroyer. Now 
all these things happened unto them 
for ensamples: and they are written 
for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come” (1 Cor. 
10:10, 11). But the remedy is not far 
to see: “There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as is common to man: but 
God is faithful, who will not suffer you 
to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation also make 
a way to escape, that ye may be able 
to bear it” (v. 13). When the people 
came to Marah in their desert journey, 
they “murmured against Moses, saying, 
What shall we drink?” (Exod. 15:24.) 
But Moses “cried unto the Lord; and 
the Lord shewed him a tree, which 
when he had cast into the waters, the 
waters were made sweet.” The cross 
of Christ is the tree that sweetens the 
waters of life for us. They are bitter 
without it, but as we look back to it 
and think of all that the Lord Jesus 
Christ suffered for our sakes, our mur- 
muring is stilled. Complaining is gen- 
erally a fruitless habit and a waste of 


we 


time, because it is so often spoken to 
the wrong people who have no remedy 
for the trouble. It is harmful to the 
spirit of the speaker, and infects those 
around him as a disease does. It is 
quite characteristic of the world, but 
should not be of the Lord’s people. 
Even Christians give way to it at times, 
but it might stop their. mouths if they 
would think of the company it brings 
them into. Jude warns of evil men in 
the latter days, saying, “These are mur- 
murers, complainers, walking after their 
own lusts; and their mouth speaketh 
great swelling words, having men’s 
persons in admiration because of advan- 
tage” (v. 16). This bad habit is un- 
doubtedly what the apostle had in mind, 
when he said, “Looking diligently lest- 
any man fail of the grace of God; lest 
any root of bitterness springing up 
trouble you, and thereby many be de- 
filed” (Heb. 12:15). It is like a poison- 
ous weed that spoils a beautiful gar- 
den and causes misery. Thanksgiving 
is a good preventive of murmuring. 
We cannot honestly say, “Bless the Lord, 
O my soul: and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name” (Psa. 103:1), and at 
the same time be complaining of His 
dealings with us. Nor can. we be “look- 
ing unto Jesus the author and finisher 
of our faith” (Heb. 12:2), and complain. 
We need to remember the exhortation. 
that follows: “For consider him that 
endured such contradiction of sinners 
against himself, lest ye be wearied and 
faint in your minds” (v. 3). Finally, 
the surest protection against the temp- 
tation to murmur is to depend upon 
the indwelling Spirit of God to cleanse 
us from this devastating habit. 
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Il. A Christmas Study of Old Testament 
Scriptures 


By the late Ernest Gordon 


verses 1-3, headed with the words, 
“And in that day thou shalt say, 
O Lord, I will praise thee,” has to do 
with Moses, so the second section, verses 
4, 5, headed also with, “And in that day 
shall ye say, Praise the Lord,” has to 
do with David. Israel’s king had 
brought the Ark of God back to Jeru- 
salem and breaks forth into a psalm. 
From this Isaiah quotes: “Give thanks 
unto the Lord, call upon his name, make 
known his deeds among the people” 
(1 Chron. 16:8); “Praise the Lord, call 
upon his name, declare his doings 
among the peaple”’ (Isa. 12:4). 
The Christian significance of these al- 


\ S THE first section of Isaiah 12, 


lusions is obvious. The deliverer from 
Egypt and the Red Sea was to be the 
Saviour from sin and death. The bring- 
ing of the Ark into Jerusalem was typi- 
cal of the coming of the New Jerusalem 
where the tabernacle of God is with 
men and he shall dwell with them—“the 
Holy One of Israel in the midst of 
thee” (v. 6). 

The first refers to redemption (Exod. 
15:13, 16), redemption which, in the 
Song of Moses, is expressed historically 
and typically in the words, “Thou in 
thy mercy hast led forth the people 
which thou hast redeemed ... till thy 
people pass over . . . which thou hast 
purchased”; the second to sanctification 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“I will bring the blind by a way 
that they knew not; I will lead 
them in paths that they have not 
known: I will make darkness light 
before them, and crooked things 
straight” (Isa. 42:16). 




















which is expressed in David’s Song, 
“Glory ye in his holy name: let the 
heart of them rejoice that seek the 
Lord. Seek the Lord and his strength: 
seek his face continually” (1 Chron. 
16:10, 11). 

God for us and God in us are thus 
intimated in the two parts of this dox- 
ology. 

The last words of David declare that 
“he hath made with me an everlasting 
covenant, ordered in all things, and 
sure” (2 Sam. 23:5). 
corroborated this when he also declared 
(1 Kings 2:45), “King Solomon shall 
be blessed, and the throne of David 
shall be established before the Lord 
for ever.” In 2 Chronicles 1:9, Solo- 
mon again says, “Now, O Lord God, 
let thy promise unto David my father 
be established: for thou hast made me 
king over a people like the dust of the 
earth in multitude.” And of Solomon’s 
later successor, Jehoshaphat, who 
walked in the first ways of his father 
David, the chronicler says (2 Chron. 
17:5), “Therefore the Lord stablished 
the kingdom in his hand.” 

The Prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 16:5 
breaks out with, “And in mercy shall 
the throne be established: and he shall 
sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle 
of David, judging, and seeking judgment, 
and hasting righteousness.” In the his- 
torical interlude of Isaiah 36 to 39, he 
recounts three defeated attempts to 
break the Davidic line and thereby to 
overthrow the great promise to David. 
This is probably one reason for intro- 
ducing these chapters into the heart of 
his Book of evangelical prophecy. He 
would prove that God is caring for the 
preservation of the line. 

First—Sennacherib attempted to de- 
stroy Jerusalem, the seat of the line and 
of its then incumbent, Hezekiah. The 
answer of God was, “For I will defend 
this city to save it for mine own sake, 
and for my servant David’s sake” (Isa. 
37:35); that is, because of the promise 
of an established kingdom for David’s 
seed. 

Second.—Hezekiah was apparently 
taken with mortal sickness before an 
heir had been born. Hence God pro- 
longed Hezekiah’s life (chap. 38:5). 
“The father to the children shall make 
known thy truth” (v. 19), that is, the 
truth of the promise of the continuing 
and coming Davidic line. The God of 
David had heard his prayer and seen 
his tears and added to his days fifteen 
years. This was sufficient to raise an 
heir and to train him to Jewish matu- 
rity, that is, to thirteen years of age. 

Third.—Hezekiah’s future offspring 
were to be carried to Babylon and be- 


. Was: 


His son and heir’ 
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come eunuchs in the house of the king 
of Babylon. But in the very next 
verses comes the promise of the return 
and of the setting up of Christ’s king- 
dom (chap. 40). . 

After Hezekiah, Josiah. This king of 
Judah had two sons whom he named 
Jehoahaz and Eliakim: “Held of the 
Lord” and “Established by the Lord.” 
‘These names expressed a devout father’s 
wishes for his sons’ good future. 

But there was a more specific reason. 
The great prophetic promise which Na- 
than the Seer bore from God to David, 
“I will set up thy seed-after thee 

. and I will establish his kingdom. 
And I will stablish the throne of 
his kingdom for ever” (2 Sam. 7:12, 13). 
Seven times is it announced that this 
establishment is forever. No wonder 
Josiah named his sons, “Upheld” and 
“Established.” He hoped that in them 
the prophetic promise might be ful- 
filled. 

But the names were borne by apos- 
tates. Jehoahaz, whom the Lord was 
to hold, was carried off with violence 
into captivity in Egypt. The Prophet 
Jeremiah, therefore, calls him Shallum 
(Jer. 22:11); that is, “Recompensed” 
(well served). Pharaoh -Necho made 
his brother Eliakim (“Established of 
God”) king of Judah and bade him 
change his name, which he did. The 
name Jehoiakim, taken by him, more 
closely conformed to the prediction of 
2 Samuel 7, in that he was established 
not of God (El) only, but of Jehovah 
the covenant God of Israel. 

Why did he make this particular 
change? MHengstenberg thinks that it 
was in defiance of the Prophet Jere- 
miah who had predicted the destruction 
of David’s royal city by the Chaldeans. 
“Not so,” mocked Jehoiakim, “the prom- 
ise to David’s house of establishment 
precludes any such destruction. That 
promise is to be fulfilled in no remote 
future; rather in my very person and 


(Continued on page 994) 








Notes on Open Letters 


When Will Believers Be 
“Caught Up”? 


In your lesson for March 22, under 
“Topics for Development,” you state, 
“Since Christ’s ascension, spirits of 
dying believers go at once into the 
presence of the Lord.” I had always 
thought that even believers who had 
died in Christ would not be caught 
up with Him until-He comes. In this 
connection the following Scripture is 
very puzzling to me: 1 Corinthians 


15:23, 52. Will you please help me 
to understand this?—A Wisconsin 
reader. 


The reader did not include immedi- 
ately after the quotation from Dr. 
Woodbridge’s lesson article two impor- 
tant references which he gave, namely; 
Philippians 1:23 and 2 Corinthians 5:8, 
which read as follows: “for I am in a 
strait betwixt two, having a desire to 
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depart, and to be with Christ; which is 
far better”; “We are confident, I say, 
and willing rather to be absent from 
the body, and to be present with the 
Lord.” 

In addition to the sentence quoted, 
Dr. Woodbridge said: “Our Lord told 
the penitent thief, ‘To day shalt thou 
be with me in paradise’ (Luke 23:43). 
‘Paradise’ means a garden or orchard 
of pleasure. It was the realm of the 
believing dead in Hades before Christ’s 
ascension, the ‘Abraham’s bosom’ of 
Luke 16:22, 23. When the Saviour ex- 
pired on the cross, His spirit des¢ended 
to paradise. He announced to thé resi- 
dent spirits there the completion of 
His atoning work (cf. 1 Pet. 3:18, 19) 
and transported them with Him to Glory 
(cf. Eph. 4:8-10). ... Paradise is no 
longer a part of Hades. It is in Heaven. 
Hence Paul wrote that one was ‘caught 
up to the third heaven,’ ‘into paradise’ 
(2 Cor. 12:2, 4).”. The views expressed 
here by Dr. Woodbridge are very gen- 
erally accepted by sound Bible teachers. 

Evidently what has caused _ the 
reader’s perplexity is that he did not 
distinguish between the spirit and the 
body. It will be noted that Dr. Wood- 
bridge said, “Spirits of dying believers 
go at once into the presence of the 
Lord.” Everyone knows that the bod- 
ies do not; for they must be buried. It 
is the bodies of believers which will 
be caught up at the Second Coming of 
Christ: “For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with 
the. trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: then we which 
are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, 

,to meet the Lord in the air: and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

The two verses in 1° Corinthians 15 
mentioned by the reader are these: 
“But every man in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they 
that are Christ’s at his coming” (v. 23); 
“In a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and.we shall be 
changed” (v. 52). This whole chapter 
has to do with the resurrection of the 
body. Paul says “that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
neither doth corruption inherit’ incor- 
ruption” (v. 50). To explain this he 
says, “Behold, I shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed” (v. 51). He summa- 
rizes the Gospel in verses 3 and 4, 
saying “that Christ died for our sins ac- 
cording to the scriptures; and that he 
was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures.” 
It is perfectly clear from the Gospels 
that His body rose from the grave. In 
order to prove this He Himself said to 
His disciples after His resurrection: “Be- 
hold my hands and my feet, that it is I 
myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me 
have” (Luke 24:39). The Apostle Paul 
teaches in 1 Corinthians 15 that the 
bodily resurrection of believers depends 
on the bodily resurrection of Christ. 
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Il. Homely Hints to Young Mothers 


From a Christian mother of ‘ten children 


CONFIDENCE AND SYMPATHY 


on no account laugh at or other- 

wise draw attention to his pretty 
sayings and doings, or repeat them to 
another in his hearing. This fosters 
vanity and self-consciousness. I would 
like to emphasize this point, for it is 
quite common for parents to make a 
mistake in this matter. | 

Never make light of the child’s trou- 
bles, or ridicule him. This, would at 
once and forever check future con- 
fidence, as there are few things that 
people (and children especially) so 
much shrink from as being laughed at. 
Let your children feel free to talk to 
you about everything that enters into 
their minds. They will ask somebody; 
and who so likely to answer them wisely 
as their mother? This will be the best 
safeguard against sin. 

Do you want to make the children 
love you? Do you want the key that 
will unlock the innermost recesses of 
their nature? Then sympathize with 
them always. When they come to show 
you some new treasure, never make 
light of it. Never say, “I cannot be 
troubled,” when the hard knot won't be 
untied and when two and two obsti- 
nately refuse to make four on their little 
slates. Knots and little difficulties are 
only the precursors of larger thoughts 
and deeper trials, which the parents may 
one day plead in vain to share. 

My mother used to say, “When you 
are inclined to be cross with children 
for being slow to learn, just try for a 
moment to write with your left hand; 
see how awkward it proves, and then 
remember that with children it is all 
left hand.” 


‘ S THE boy grows in intelligence, 


RESPECT THEIR RIGHTS 


Don’t laugh at the child’s ideas, how- 
ever odd or absurd they may seem to 
you. Let them find your sympathy 
ready in all their wonderments and 
aspirations. Is there any man so wise 
in his own conceit as to forget that 
there once was a time when he also 
was a child? The little folks are too 
much crowded out; people generally 
seem to think they can be put any- 
where, to amuse themselves anyhow. 
How much better it is for children to 
bring all their cares and troubles and 
temptations under the gentle eye of a 
kind parent! What a safeguard it is ‘for 
them to feel that there is always a kind 
ear to listen to their doubts and griefs, 
and a gentle shoulder for their little 
heads to nestle on! 

Respect their rights, and let brothers 
and sisters be taught to do the same, so 
that they learn not to take each other’s 
toys. ‘\“This is good for their moral 
training. Never think you can with 
impunity say bitter things in their pres- 


This is the second part of a booklet 
published many years ago by Morgan 
& Scott, London, and long since 
out of print. Although it is old- 
fashioned and some allusions are out 
of date, yet most of the wise counsel 
given by Mrs. Broomhall is as good 
today as it ever was. She was a sis- 
ter of Hudson Taylor, the founder of 
the China Inland Mission. The last 
installment will be published next 
week, and the Times has no plans 
for reprinting these articles. 








ence, or do unjust actions before them. 
They are the finest discriminators of 
fair and unfair in the world. Above all, 
let them know that you love them. “If 
you love me, you will not do this or 
that,” has been the turning point in the 
life of some whom we know. 

Never call a child naughty when he 
is only funny or playful. Let naughty 
mean naughty, and be accompanied by 
a grave look and a manner that will 
make an impression. If in running 
about the boy knocks himself against 
a chair or table, comfort him at once; 
but do not say, “Naughty table,” or 
“Naughty chair,” and beat it; but rather 
say, “Poor table; kiss it better,” and 
having kissed the child, encourage him 
to kiss the offending article! The con- 
trary course will teach vindictiveness 
and retaliation. 


THE FOUNDATION OF RELIGIOUS LIFE 


Among the earliest lessons to be 
taught is -that of obedience. “A child 
who learns to be obedient will find it 
easier to serve God. This is the only 
strong and rational foundation of a re- 
ligious life.” Dr. Pierson in his “God’s 
Living Oracles,” says, concerning the 
command, “Honour thy father and thy 
mother” ‘(Exod. 20:12): 

“There is a period in human life when 
the only God the child knows is the 
father and mother: not being able yet 
to grasp the idea of’ Deity, the .parent 
stands between the child and the con- 
ception of God; and if the child learns 
to honor and obey the\father and 
mother, afterwards, when the concep- 
tion of Deity dawns on the understand- 
ing, it is comparatively easy to transfer 
filial obedience and love from the hu- 
man parent to the divine, from the 
father on earth to the Father in Heaven. 
One reason why there is so little piety, 
even in so-called Christian families, is 
because parental discipline- and child- 
like obedience are so rare. Children 
are not only outgrowing all obedience 
to parental authority, but many of them 
never knew what it was, and could not 
outgrow it. A most shameful state of 
things is this; and it saps the foun- 
dations of all human well-being. If 
there is no obedience in the family, 
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there will be no true obedience in the 
State or Church. Lawlessness in all 
human society naturally follows law- 
lessness in the household.” 

If you say, “Do not touch,” and the 
child looks you in the face and- touches 
the object again, then look. very grave, 
and pat or smack his little hand, ac- 
cording to his age, and say, “Naughty 
baby.” You may playfully teach obe- 
dience in the little things of life. If 
you call the child to you, insist upon 
his coming. When he comes willingly, 
catch him up in your arms and kiss him 
as a reward; for it is better to rule by 
love than by fear, though the two must 
be combined. If he is a young child, 
only just learning to walk and learning 
obedience, try to coax him before pun- 
ishing him, should he not come. How’ 
many accidents would be avoided by 
children learning prompt obedience 
when told not to. touch, or not to go 
near the fire, or not to throw things into 
the fire! 


TEACHING GENEROSITY AND RESPECT 


Generosity should be. early taught. 
Let the children share with others their 
sweets and chocolates, etc. Let them 
learn not to ask for things at table, 
but to wait. 

Respect for seniors, and especially 
for old age, should be inculcated from 
earliest childhogd; also courtesy towards 
brothers and sisters, and‘ all others, serv- 
ants included. : 

Favoritism with children is strongly 
to be deprecated. The young are quick 
to notice the slightest signs of this, 
and any such feeling by the mother 
should be at once crushed and not al- 
lowed to gain the ascendancy; for it is 
impossible, however she may try to 
hide the fact, to prevent its showing it- 
self in some way or other, should it 
exist. Though it be nothing but a more 
loving look or a more tender tone of 
voice, the children will soon learn the 
fact, and jealousy and other evils will 
be the result. 

The nursery should be one of the 
brightest rooms in the house. It should, 
if possible, have a south aspect; for 
children, like plants, need light and 
sunshine. Is not the nursery more im- 
portant than the drawing room; yet 
does not the drawing room commonly 
take the preference? It should be 
where the mother can be in and out 
continyally, to keep her eye on her 
children and on those whose influence 
is felt there. Great care is necessary 
in choosing the nurse or helper, as chil- 
dren easily imitate, and vulgarities once 
acquired are seldom forgotten. ; 

The furniture in the nursery should 
be such as does~-not necessitate the con- 
stant “Don’t do this; don’t do that.” 


Such rebukes are trying to a child’s 
spirit, and produce irritability. None- 
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theless, when he is in other rooms he 
should be taught to behave properly: 
not to jump on sofas or chairs, or to write 
on the walls, or to tear loose wall- 
paper; and, if shown pictures, he should 
be careful in turning over the leaves, 
so as not to crumple or tear them. 
Indeed, destructiveness of every kind 
is to be deprecated. 

Never laugh at a child for pulling a 
flower to pieces, but shake your head 
and say, “How sad!” Teach them kind- 
ness to animals, insects, etc. Cruel men 
have first been cruel boys, hurting flies, 
worms, etc. 

(To be continued) 


w 


A Christmas Study 
(Continued from page 992) 


in that of my son Jehoichin,” whose 
name also meant “whom God hath 
established.” 

To which the prophet replied, “Did 
not thy father .. . do judgment and jus- 
tice, and then it was well with him?... 
But thine eyes... are... but for covet- 
ousness, and for to shed innocent blood 
. .. Therefore thus saith the Lord con- 
cerning Jehoiakim He shall be 
buried with the burial of an ass... 
cast forth beyond the gates of Jeru- 
salem” (Jer. 22:15-19). Not “estab- 
lished” but “cast out.” 

So. to his son Jehoiachin (or Jeconiah 
—the names are variants with the same 
meaning) he says, “Though Coniah the 
son of Jehoiakim . . . were the signet 
upon my right hand, yet would I pluck 
thee thence” (v. 24). He was to be 
childless, aman that should not prosper 
in his days, “for no’ man of his seed 
shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of 
David, and ruling any more in Judah” 
(v. 30). 

(Why did Jeremiah change the name 
of Jeconiah to Coniah? By dropping 
the jod, the “j” sign of the future, the 
prophet meant to symbolize the fact 
that his life had no. future. After fif- 
teen hundred years a stray tablet, found 
in a Near East rubbish heap, has 
brought éehim momentarily again to the 
attention of a few archaeologists.) k 

Jeremiah goes on, then, to affirm that, 
since the evil shepherds, by which he 
means the evil kings, had ruined and 
scattered the flock, the Lord would 
raise up (alluding back to the promise 
of 2 Samuel 7:12, “I will set up thy 
seed after thee”) “unto David a right- 
eous Branch, and a King shall reign 
and prosper, and shall execute judg- 
ment and justice in the earth. In his 
days Judah shall be saved, and Israel 
shall dwell safely: and this is his name 
whereby he shall be called, THE LORD 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS” (“Jehovah- 
Tsidkenu”) (Jer. 23:5, 6). 

It was presumably in reference to 
this last prophecy that Mattaniah, uncle 
and successor of Jeconiah, took the 
name Zedekiah, “the Lord our Right- 
eousness” (Zedekiah and Tsidkenu are 
variants of the same name). Just as 


Jehoiakim thought to fulfill in himself 
the prophecies to David of an eternally 
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established kingdom, so Zedekiah, by 
assuming the new name, “the Lord 
our Righteousness,” presumed to make 
himself the fulfillment of Jeremiah’s 
prophecy of the Righteous Branch. At 
the same time “he did . . . evil in the 
sight of the Lord his God, and humbled 
not himself before Jeremiah the prophet 
speaking from the mouth of the Lord” 
(2 Chron. 36:12). So it came to pass 
that his own sons, the royal heirs, were 
slain before his eyes and the sight of 
those eyes then extinguished by Chal- 
dean cruelty. 

As a reminder of the promise, “He 
shall build an house for my name, and 
I will stablish the throne of his king- 
dom for ever” (2 Sam. 7:14), Solomon 
had reared-two pillars before the Tem- 
ple he built for God’s name, “and called 
the name of that on the right hand 
Jachin [He shall establish], and the 
name of that on the left Boaz” [“In it is 
strength or stability”] (2 Chron. 3:17). 
There seems also to have been an al- 
lusion to this same prophecy and same 
expectation in the name of Hezekiah, 
“God hath strengthened,” and possibly 
in the name Uzziah, “God my strength.” 
Certainly also in royal names after the 
return from Babylon such as Eliakim, 
“established” (Matt. 1:13), and Achim 
(Jachin), “He shall establish” (v. 14). 

Not until the angel appeared to Mary 
in a city of Galilee called Nazareth, 
did the time of fulfillment of the royal 
prophecy of 2 Samuel 7 come. “The 


Lord God shall give unto him the throne * 


of his father David: and he Shall reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever; and 
of his kingdom there shall be no end” 
(Luke. 1:32, 33). These words of Ga- 
briel to Mary are the faraway echo of 
the sevenfold promise of the Prophet 
Nathan to David, “I will stablish the 
throne of his kingdom for ever.” 


, 
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Nine Ports of Call 
on the Christian Fellowship 
West Indies Cruise 


, a Christian Fellowship Cruise 

to the Caribbean Sea has been ar- 
ranged with the Canadian Pacific Com- 
pany, the oldest in the winter cruise 
field. Many of those who have gone on 
Christian Fellowship tours to Alaska 
and Hawaii have expressed a desire for 
a winter vacation, and so at last this 
West Indies and South American cruise 
has been ‘arranged. Nineteen days will 


- be spent, ten on the water and nine in 


the various ports—St. Thomas in the 
Virgin Islands; Granada of St. George’s 
Island; Port of Spain, capital of Trini- 
dad; LaGuaira in Venezuela, with a 
trip to the fabulous city of Caracas; 
Curacao; Cristobal and Panama, with 
an inspection of the great locks of the 
Panama Canal at Gatun; Kingston in 
Jamaica; and Port-au-Prince, capital of 
Haiti; and Nassau, Bahama Islands. 
Jamaica has long been famous as a 
resort and has much to invite the in- 
terests of tourists. The party will have 
a fine sight-seeing tour of its colorful 
capital city of Kingston. It has fine 
drives and wonderful shops. The sight- 
seeing cars will leave the pier head at 
about 9.30 a.m., passing through the shop- 
ping center, Victoria Park, and the resi- 
dential sections, climbing one thousand 
three hundred feet up Stoney Hill to 
Castleton Gardens, one of the finest in 
the West Indies, where a stop is made. 
The climax of this tour is reached in 
the Blue Mountains where from Ram’s 
Horn Ridge, the harbor of Kingston is ° 
seen as a panorama of blue. The re- 
turn trip includes a stop at the Hope 
Botanical Gardens, a sight worth see- 


(Continued on page 1002) 


A Chicken-House Sunday School 


And how it grew to a thriving church 


NCH by inch the ladder was slipping 
on the floor boards. No one noticed 
it. Up near the top of it was fifteen- 
year-old Thelma, wielding a whitewash 
brush like a veteran, unconscious of 


danger. 
In a moment her sister Ellen, three 
years older, saw the danger and 


screamed, “Thelma, get down quick, the 
ladder is slipping!” But by this time 
the ladder had gone too far to stop. 
Before anyone could help her, Thelma 
was lying on the floor with the ladder 
across her broken arm. 

From that time on, Thelma had to sit 
on the sidelines while her sisters and 
little brothers carried on the work of 
renovating the old chicken house—the 
chicken house that was soon to become 
a Sunday school. 

When the Welty family had moved 
to this small suburban community near 
Hagerstown, Md., they had immediately 


‘ 
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become burdened for the many folk 
around them who never attended 
church or Sunday school. Some would 
gladly have done so if there had been a 
way in to town. Others considered 
themselves too poorly dressed to attend 
a city church. This became a burden 
to the Christ-enthused family. But to 
Pauline, the oldest of the family, only 
twenty-two at the time, it became more 
than a burden. To her it was a respon- 
sibility. ; 

It was.Pauline’s idea to turn the dirty 
lice-ridden chicken house into a Sunday 
school. It was a high, square building 
that had plenty of room. The entire 
family was enlisted for the initial clean- 
ing job. The smaller children carried 
out the dirt which was'scraped from the 
floor, and brought buckets of water. 
The older ones whitewashed and 
scrubbed until the ancient building 


(Continued on page 1002) 
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Lesson for January 3 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and .warnings from all the world 





66 ENMARK’S Modern Moses” is the 
title of an article in the July 
issue of Coronet magazine. Written by 
Harold J. Taub, this is an account of the 
marvelous work of a Bible teacher in 
Denmark during the time of the Nazi 
occupation, Mr. Aage Bertelsen, who was 
directly responsible for the rescue of 
fifteen hundred intended victims of the 
Nazis, and indirectly for thousands more. 
This article has recently appeared in 
two periodicals devoted to evangelism 
among the Jews: The Mediator (1503 
E. Baltimore, Baltimore 31) and The 
Hebrew Lutheran (same address). I 
am sure that any who are interested in 
having this brief biography might se- 
cure copies by addressing the editor of 
either of these publications and enclos- 
ing stamps for postage involved. 


Uniform Catholic and Protestant Bible 
Proposed.—A most interesting proposal 
has just been made by the national 
Catholic weekly, America, in which the 
Rev. Walter M. Abbott, associate editor, 
in a three-page article, pleads for a 
common English translation of the Bible 
for both Catholics and Protestants. Ac- 
cording to the report in the New York 
Times, Father Abbott asserts that the 


.time has come “to end century-old 


differences in the numbering of Com- 
mandments and Psalms, and to reach 
agreement on Biblical spellings.” He 
frankly admitted that this is the first 
time any such proposal had been pub- 
lished in detailed form, and that he 
expected considerable discussion and 
controversy to result from the article. 

But there are many more differences 
between the Douay and our common 
English versions of the Bible than mere 
spelling and the numbering of the Com- 
mandments and Psalms. Some of the 
words in the Roman Catholic Bible are 
utterly impossible of acceptance by 
Protestants; eg. in the Gospels the 
word for “repentance” is translated “do 
penance.” 


Already the Vatican is preparing eccle- 
siastical laws for persons who may 
be found on other planets. The position 
of the Vatican has been announced by 
Father Daniel O’Connor, Vatican science 
expert, and the Rev. Raimondo Spiazzi, 
of the Pontifical Lateran Atheneum in 
Rome. Father O’Connor acknowledged 
that no one is yet sure that there are 
human beings on other planets or on 
the moon. When asked if he thought 
any intelligent beings who might be on 
the moon would have known Christ and 
be subject. to Original Sin, Father 
Spiazzi replied that if these beings re- 


sembled men mentally and physically, 
the laws of the Church would naturally 
apply to them; on the other hand, if 
their resemblance were only intellec- 
tual, they still’ might be in need of 
redemption. He went so far as to con- 
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jecture that if there are people on the 
moon, they might be descendants of 
Adam and Eve who reached the moon 
in some unknown way in prehistoric 
times; or, he added, “they might be be- 
ings like ourselves, but descended from 
other First Parents created separately 
by God, in which case they might be in 
a state of pure nature, not elevated by 
grace as Adam and Eve were before 
their fall.” 

My own opinion is that instead of 
speculating about the condition of in- 
dividuals on other planets, it would be 
far more profitable to devote all of our 
energies to preaching the Gospel to lost 
souls that we know are on this earth. 


The Cigarette Habit.—One is com- 
pelled to wonder just how powerful, 
how strangling is the cigarette habit 
with Americans today, when, in spite 
of all that has been authoritatively said 
of smoking being a major cause of lung 
cancer, throat cancer, etc., financial 
pages of our newspapers report incomes 
of leading tobacco producers higher 
than ever in their history. 

Another organization; without preju- 
dice, is undertaking a program to inform 
the American public of the seriousness 
of cigarette smoking. This is the Ameri- 
can Public Health Association, with 
13,000 members. Meeting in Atlantic 
City at the end of October, this group 
passed a resolution, through its Govern- 
ing Council of 162 members, including 
physicians, educators, and public health 
administrators, stating in part: “Lung 
cancer is a rapidly increasing fatal dis- 
ease which now kills more than 25,000 
people in the United States each year, 
and if present trends continue will claim 
the lives of more than 1,000,000 present 
‘school children in this country before 
they reach the age of seventy years. 
Scientific evidence has established that 
excessive cigarette smoking is a major 
factor in the disease.” 


“News From Israel” reports that spe- 
cial studies for army officers are being 
offered in the seventh annual series of 
such courses. Devoted to the study of 
the Talmud: and the Old Testament, 
this forms a revival of what was called 
the Yarhei Kala, an annual popular 
gathering for the study of Hebrew lit- 
erature developed during the fourth 
and fifth centuries before Christ in 


Babylon. 





A recent communication from Jeru- 
salem carries the news that as many 
as 600,000 children and young people 
returned to school in Israel on Septem- 
ber 1—30,000 more than last year’s en- 
rollment.,, More than nine hundred new 
classrooms have been built in the last 
twelve months. One of the more sur- 
prising aspects of the announcement 
was that the Arab school population in 
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Israel is increasing more rapidly than 
the Jewish. There is no shortage of 
teachers in Israel this year. 





More than four hundred persons com- 
peted in the first round of the Second 
National Bible Quiz held in Jerusalem, 
Tel Aviv, and Haifa on September 9. 
Of these contestants 36 were women, 
and more than one-half were in the 
18-30 age bracket. The first question 
in this preliminary round was: Does 
the clause “and thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself” appear in the 
Ten Commandments, in Leviticus, in 
Isaiah, or in Proverbs? 





The largest scientific gathering held 
in Israel to date met on the Hebrew 
University campus in September. More 
than one hundred top-ranking scientists 
from other countries and sixty from 
Israel participated in this Fifth Con- 
gress of Biological Standardization. Of 
the sixty-five papers read at this con- 


ference, fifteen were by Israeli men of 


science. In welcoming this distin- 
guished group, Prime Minister David 
Ben-Gurion said: 

“I believe that the choice of the 
Eternal City as the place of your Con- 
ference constitutes a double privilege, 
both for the scientists of our small 
young State and for your gathering it- 
self. I do not know whether our people 
in the biblical era made any important 
contribution to biological science in 
the modern sense of the term. 


It seems to me, however, that the sub- 


lime inspiration which the human race 
has derived from the saying in the 
Book of Genesis that man was created 
in the image of God has played ‘no 
small part in the spiritual and cultural 
achievements of humanity, including 
the great achievements of science.” 


An International “Work of God” Or- 
ganization—On an August Thursday of 
this year, the London Times contained 
a double column article by a _ spe- 
cial correspondent entitled “Spanish 
Founder of Opus Dei.” Of course, 
“Opus Dei” is the Latin for “the work 
of God.” - The article goes on to de- 
scribe a work originating in the slums 
gf Madrid thirty years ago which has 
now grown into an international or- 
ganization of some three hundred men 
who have been thoroughly trained in 
philosophy and theology, some of whom 
are priests, and all of whom use their 
positions in life to do some definite 
work for God. The leader of this 
movement, is Mgr. Escriva. The foun- 
der’s little book Camino meaning “The 
Way,” has sold by hundreds of thou- 
sands and has been translated into thirty 
languages. Student hostels have been 
opened in various countries. His en- 
tire organization has been bitterly op- 
posed by some people in Spain who 
think of it as a sectarian octopus, grasp- 
ing at the seats of learning, and others 
that it is the mainstay of Franco’s 
dictatorship. Strange to say, and yet 
perhaps not so strange for Spain, copies 
of this particular edition of the London 
Times mailed to Spain were confis- 
cated by the government. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. JANUARY 3. LAUNCHING OUT ON A WORLD 
MISSION 


Acts 13; printed text, verses 1-4, 13, 14, 44-49 


Golden Text.—And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached 
in his name among all nations . . .—Luke 24:47 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Acts 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at An- 
tioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and 
Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and 
Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 
and Saul. 

2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy 
Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto,I have called them. 

3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their 
hands on them, they sent them away. . 

4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed 
unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 


13 Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, 
they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from 


44 And the next sabbath ite came almost the whele city 
together to hear the word of God. 

45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled 
.with envy, and spake against those things which were spoken 
by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. 

46 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was 
necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken 
to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 

47 For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set 
thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for 
salvation unto the ends of the earth. 

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and 
glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were or- 
dained to eternal life believed. 

49 And the word of the Lord was published throughout 


them returned to Jerusalem. 


14 But when they departed from Perga, they came to An- 
tioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the sab- 


bath day, and sat down. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
CTS 13 marks another turning 
A point in the early history of the 
church. It is .appropriate that 
we study it on the first Sunday of the 
new year. 

The Lord Jesus had told His disciples 
that, empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
they would be His witnesses in ever- 
widening geographical areas (cf. 1:8). 
Now the third, final area is reached: 
“unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 
The Gospel message is no longer con- 
fined to the borders of Palestine and 
Syria. A missionary team is sent forth 
to reach the world with the message of 
redemption. 


The way had been paved for this 
forward step. Peter’s vision on the 
housetop (10:9-16) had made it clear 
that “unclean” Gentiles as well as 
“clean” Jews were to receive the Gos- 
pel. The subsequent conversion of Cor- 
nelius’s Gentile household (10: 44-48) 
had proved that this was the’ divine 
plan. Moreover the persecution of be- 
lievers in Jerusalem had scattered thé 


saints northward into the midst of the - 


Gentiles (11:19, 20). A church had been 
established in Antioch of Syria, a pre- 
dominantly Gentile city (11:26). Be- 
lievers there had been grounded in the 
Word of God and given an insight into 
the world’s desperate need. of Christ. 


The very men to move out into new 
territories were at hand. Barnabas was 
famed for his powers of exhortation. 
Saul was a pioneer preacher, teacher, 


all the region. 
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and theologian. John Mark, related to 
Barnabas (Col. 4:10), seemed qualified 
as an assistant (Acts 13:5). All that 
was needed was the command of the 
Spirit of God (13:2), and a far-reach- 
ing venture of faith would be launched. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 13:1—*‘. . . there were in the 
church ... at Antioch certain prophets 
and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon 

. called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, 
and Manaen... brought up with Herod 
the tetrarch, and Saul.” “Prophets” 
(men to and through whom the Holy 
Spirit spoke) and “teachers” (instruc- 
tors in the Word and will of God) were 
gifts to the church (cf. 1 Cor. 12:28). 
Barnabas is mentioned first as the 
leader. “Simeon” was a common Ro- 
man name; “Niger” (“black”) was used 
to differentiate him from others. Lucius 
may have been among the scattered, 
evangelizing group of Christians (cf. 
Acts 11:19, 20). Manaen was playmate 
(or perhaps foster brother) of Herod 
Antipas, who had John the Baptist slain. 
Saul’s name occurs last for he was the 
most recent addition to the Antioch 
church leadership. 


Verse 2—“As they ministered . 
and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Sep- 
arate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them.” 
“Ministered” (“liturgy” is based upon 
the same Greek word) refers to solemn 
worship. The Holy Spirit spoke through 
the prophets. The consecration and con- 
centration involved in worship and fast- 
ing prepared the leaders for a revelation 
of God’s will. The Spirit had already 
called Barnabas and Saul. He now 


commanded that this call be visibly 
confirmed. 

Verse 3.—“. . . when they had fasted. 
and prayed, and laid their hands on 
them, they sent them away.” The men 
acted promptly, continuing their fast 
until the Spirit’s instructions had been 
fulfilled. Laying on of hands implied 
acquiescence in the Spirit’s will, com- 
missioning and commending the two 
missionaries to their task, and invoking 
divine blessing upon their endeavors 
(cf. Acts 6:6). Now for the first time 
Saul was an “apostle” (a “sent one”). 

Verse 4—“So they, being sent forth 
by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Se- 
leucia . . . from thence they sailed to 
Cyprus.” The “sending forth” was two- 
fold, by men and by the Holy Spirit. 
Seleucia, about twenty miles from An- 
tioch, was north of the mouth of the 
River Orontes on the seacoast of Syria. 
Cyprus, Barnabas’s home (cf. 4:36), is 
an island about sixty miles from Syria. 
The Gospel had already been preached 
there (cf. 11:19). ; 

Verse 13.—“. . . when Paul and his 
company loosed from Paphos, they came 
to Perga in Pamphylia: and John... 
returned to Jerusalem.” It was about 
two hundred miles by sea from Paphos 
(port in the southwest of Cyprus) to 
Perga, capital of the province of Pam- 
phylia, and on the River Cestrus, about 
seven miles above the mouth. John 
Mark left for Jerusalem either because 
he was unwilling to endure hardship, 
or because he wanted to be with his 
mother, or for other reasons which pro- 
voked Paul and ultimately led to a con- 
tention between him and Barnabas (cf. 
15: 36-39). 
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Verse 14—“. . . when they departed 
from Perga, they came to Antioch in 
Pisidia .. . went into the synagogue on 
the sabbath day, and sat down.” This 
Antioch, about 115 miles to the north 
of Perga, was near the border separat- 
ing the provinces of Cilicia and Phrygia. 
Barnabas and Paul “sat down,” i.e., they 
assumed the position of teachers, not 
merely listeners (cf. Matt. 5:1; Luke 
4:20). ‘ 

Verse 44—*“. .. the next sabbath day 
came almost the whole city together to 
hear the word of God.” People either 
crowded the synagogue and overflowed 
it or else there was a vast assembly 
nearby. The populace, consisting largely 
of Gentiles, seemed to be thirsting for 
the Good News, which relatively few 
had heard up to this point. 


Verse 45.—“. .. 
the multitudes, they were filled with 
envy, and spake against those things... 
spoken by Paul, contradicting and blas- 
pheming.” The Jews’ jealousy and irri- 
tation arose from (1) the obvious 
eagerness with which the crowds rushed 
to hear the newcomers; (2) the will- 
ingness of the Hebrew evangelists to 
deal with despised Gentiles. Their open 
repudiation of Paul’s message seeming 
to have no effect, they stooped to rail- 
ing and reviling in the name of God. 


Verse 46—*“. . . Paul and Barnabas 
waxed bold ... said, It was necessary 
that the word of God should first have 
been spoken to you... seeing ye put it 
from you ... judge yourselves unworthy 
of everlasting life ... we turn to the 
Gentiles.” The courage of the preach- 
ers was due partly to the ineffectual 


’ efforts of their foes, but chiefly to the 


fortifying power of the Holy Spirit. 
The “necessity” of the Jews’ hearing 
the Gospel first lay in our Lord’s words 
The 
Hebrews spurned the word of God 
(“thrust” it from them, literally) and 
thus stood self-condemned. It was now 
the Gentiles’ turn (cf. Acts 22:18, 21). 


Verse 47.—“. . so hath the Lord 
commanded us ...I have set thee to 
be a light of the Gentiles, that thou 
shouldest be for salvation unto the ends 
of the earth.” Paul and Barnabas find 
authorization for preaching to the Gen- 
tiles in Isaiah 49:6. They apply the title 
“servant of Jehovah” to the Lord Jesus. 
The illuminating light of the Saviour 
was not to be limited to one nation 
but was to be shed abroad to the ut- 
termost (“last,” Greek) bounds of the 
earth, enlightening and saving Gentiles, 
too. 


Verse 48.—“. . . when the Gentiles 
heard this, they were glad .. . glorified 
the word of the Lord ... as many as 
were ordained to eternal life believed.” 
Joy fell upon the Gentile listeners when 
they learned that they were included 
in the beneficent plan of God. To 
“glorify” the Word means to exalt and 
magnify it, and to regard it with rev- 
erence and esteem. From among the 
crowds the chosen of God gladly re- 
sponded to the Gospel appeal and put 


their faith in Christ. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. December 27.—God, Our Help. 


Acts 12 
Next Week’s Lesson 
2. January 10.—Strengthening New 
Churches. Acts 14 











Verse 49—“And the word of the Lord 
was published throughout all the re- 
gion.” Antioch of Pisidia became a 
center of Gospel proclamation. Con- 
siderable time was spent, as towns and 
villages nearby were evangelized by 
Paul, Barnabas, their companions, and 
mew converts. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Antioch in Syria was an important 
strategic center. Its population was 
large. The opportunity it afforded for 
Gospel preaching was immense. Surely 
more workers for God were needed in 
the city. Yet “the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul...” 

Acts 13 teaches us basic lessons con- 
cerning the world mission of the church. 

First, God’s plan is not that His wit- 
nesses should concentrate indefinitely 
in large communities, but that they 
should press out into new fields “white 
... to harvest.” 

Second, the pagan religions of Cyprus, 
Pamphylia, and Cilicia were no substi- 
tute for the saving Gospel of Christ. 
The believers in Antioch had no use 
for the pleasant but false adage, “Let 
everyone get to Heaven in his own 
way.” 

Third, the sponsor of true world mis- 
sions is the Holy Spirit. He enlarges 
the vision of the saints, summons them 
to action, calls out and commissions 
His workers (13:2), and seals the mis- 
sionary enterprise with His blessing. 

Fourth, the sending agency, which 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


F WHAT three men did the mis- 
sionary team originally consiS8t? 

2. What twofold commission did the 
team have? 

3. What | miraculous 
granted to Saul on Cyprus? 

4. Why did John Mark leave the 
team? (Acts 13:13.) 

5. Why did Paul feel constrained to 
preach to Jews first? (13: 46.) 

6. Where in the Book of Acts is it 
first declared that Saul of Tarsus is 
known as Paul? 

7. Into what three major divisions 
may Paul’s message in Antioch of 
Pisidia be divided? 

8. What two opposite reactions re- 
sulted from Paul’s preaching to Jews 
and Gentiles in Antioch? 

9. So far as the preaching of the 
Gospel was concerned, what two things 
did Antioch of Syria and Antioch of 
Pisidia have in common? 

10. In spite of opposition, with what 
were the disciples in_ Antioch filled? 

(Answers on page 1002) 


power was 
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remains at home, must consist of men 
of prayer, consecration, genuine inter- 
est in the work, and spiritual power. 

Fifth, the theme of the missionary 
message is ever the same. Note Paul’s 
careful use of the Scriptures (vv. 17-22), 
his fearless presentation of Christ (vv. 
23-37), his insistence that through the 
Lord Jesus are found forgiveness ‘of sins 
and justification (vv. 38, 39), and his 
passionate plea to his hearers (vv. 40, 
41). 

Sixth, faithful heralds of the Cross 
may expect satanic opposition (vv, 
8-11), a divided reaction (vv. 42-48), 
and possibly actual persecution (v. 50). 

Seventh, in spite of all odds, nothing 
brings more sheer joy than the Gospel 
of Christ (v. 52). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The call and commission in Antioch 
(Acts 13:1-3). - 

2. Opposition and faith in Cyprus (vv. 
4-13). 

3. Testimony in Antioch of Pisidia (vv. ' 
14-48). 

4. The advance to Iconium (vv.. 49-52). 


Topics for Development 

The Holy Spirit and the World Mis- 
sion. The Spirit of God is more than 
the sponsor of the missionary enter- 
prise. He is its energizer as well. Apart 
from His aid all human efforts are in 
vain. 

He prepares, equips, calls, and com- 
missions faithful workers. He prepares 
their fields of service (cf. ‘Acts 16:6). 
He exalts the Lord Jesus in and through 
their testimony (John 16:14). He con- 
victs their hearers (vv. 7-11). He is 
responsible for the new birth (3:5). 
He comes to dwell in the hearts of new 
converts (1 Cor. 6:19, 20), producing 
His fruit of character and conduct (Gal. 
5:22, 23). Without His direction and 
control, missionary organizations, plans, 
buildings, programs are fruitless. 


Practical Applications 

A wide world, still chaotic and con- 
fused, pagan, and rebellious, awaits the 
faithful witness of believers. A point- 
blank question: What am I doing to al- 
leviate the situation? 

Some who never dreamed they could 
personally pull up their family and 
business roots may be the very ones to 
head for unreached areas. 

But all can pray and give. And all 
must be faithful in their own back- 
yard Antioch—telling the story of sal- 
vation to all who will listen. 

Opposition failed to dampen the mis- 
sionaries’ ardor (13:8, 13, 50-52). They 
were walking in the joy of their Lord. 
Never let people or things get your 
eyes off your precious Saviour. 

Paul’s preaching was always Christ | 
centered. He gave his own testimony 
only as a means to the end of present- 
ing Christ. A “word to the wise” per- 
haps? 

“Forgiveness of sins” (13:38), attained 
only through Christ, is man’s basic need. 
It is vanity to preach character or cul- 
tural development until the wretched 
enemy, sin, is dealt with. 
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Thank God the team headed north- 
west into Asia Minor. Was this not a 
steppingstone toward Europe and thus 
ultimately across the Atlantic? 


Golden Text 

Luke 24:47—“And that repentance 
and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all na- 
tions .. .” We have here the central 
theme of preaching: a change of heart 
toward God and the forgiveness of sins. 
This is the foundation upon which 
Christian virtue is gbuilt. The person 
behind all forgiveness and acceptance 
with God is Christ: “in his name,” i.e., 
because of who He is and His redemp- 
tive work on Calvary. The sphere of 
operations: “all nations” are to hear 
the Word of reconciliation. 


Menpra, Pa. 
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The Busy Men’‘s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“.. . Separate me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work whereunto I have called 
them” (Acts 13:2).—The apostles had 
been witnessing in Jerusalem, Judea, 
and Samaria. Now the Holy Spirit was 
calling Barnabas and Saul to witness in 
“the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 
1:8; 13:47). 

“Giant oaks from tiny acorns grow.” 
The giant work of world evangelization 
had its start from this apparently small 
beginning. Two Spirit-filled, Spirit- 
called, and Spirit-sent men went from 
Antioch with the commendation of the 
church in that place, “unto Seleucia”— 
the seaport of Antioch—“and from 
thence they sailed to Cyprus.” 

When the Apostle Paul wrote to the 
Romans, he was able to say: “from 
Jerusalem, and round about unto [Il- 
lyricum, I have fully preached the Gos- 
pel of Christ” (Rom. 15:19). 

Although all did not obey the Gospel, 
the sound “went unto all the earth, and 
their words unto the ends of the world” 
(Rom. 10: 16-18). 

Someone—we now know who he is 
—has said: “(1) Every book in the New 
Testament was written by a foreign 
missionary. (2) Every letter in the 
New Testament that was written to an 
individual was written to a foreign mis- 
sionary. (3) Every epistle in the New 
Testament that was written to a church 
was written to a foreign missionary 
church. (4) The disciples were called 
Christians first in a foreign missionary 
community. (5) Of the twelve apostles 
chosen by the Lord Jesus, all except 
one became a foreign missionary. (6) 
The only one among the twelve apostles 
who did not become a missionary be- 
came a traitor. (7) The problems that 
arose in the early church were largely 
questions of missionary procedure. (8) 
According to the apostles, missionary 
service is the highest expression of 
Christian life.” 

Thank God for every one who is a 
missionary, in the accepted sense of 
that term; but let us not forget that 
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every saved person is supposed to be 
a missionary! 

There is a story told of a German girl 
in the United States who was asking 
very earnestly that God might send her 
out as a foreign missionary. Then the 
thought came to her that she was living 
in a-country not her own, in a tene- 
ment block with Swedes, Swiss, Italian, 
and Chinese; and her prayer was al- 
ready answered. She began at once to 
speak to'these at her very door of the 
Christ who came to save them from 
their sins. 

“But when the Jews saw the multi- 
tudes, they were filled with envy .. .” 
(Acts 13:45).—Paul’s first recorded mes- 
sage had been delivered the week be- 
fore, and at the hearers’ request was to 
be repeated. They wanted to~ hear 
again how God, of David’s seed, “ac- 
cording to his promise raised unto Is- 
rael a Saviour, Jesus.” They desired to 
be told again of this Saviour’s atoning 
death and glorious resurrection; and 
how they could secure the remission of 
their sins through faith in‘Him. And 
preachers are always pleased to be 
asked to repeat a message. 

The publicity committee, so to speak, 
did a splendid job of advertising the 
service, with the result that “Almost 
the whole city [came] together to hear 
the word of God.” 

The green-eyed monster, Envy, stirred 
up the Jews to such a pitch that they 
actually spoke against, and even blas- 
phemed the things spoken by Paul! 

At practically every service where 
the Word of the Lord is faithfully 
preached in the power of the Spirit, to 
multitudes, these three classes of per- 
sons are present: (1) believers, (2) en- 
vious, and (3) blasphemers. 

People who are expecting the world 
to be converted through preaching are 
foredoomed to disappointment; for only 
some—not all—hearers of the Gospel 
will believe it. 

Preachers privileged to preach to 
multitudes must expect some “contra- 
dicting and blaspheming.” And, if the 
message cannot be proved false, the 
preacher may ‘be persecuted; for per- 
secution is the last resort of a jealous 
person. ' 

It was envy that “sold Joseph into 
Egypt” (Acts 7:9). It was envy that 
cast Daniel into the den of lions (Dan. 
6); and it was envy that delivered the 
Lord Jesus into: Pilate’s hands (Matt. 
27:18). “It is the practice of the mul- 
titude to bark at eminent men, as little 
dogs do at strangers” (Seneca). 

Envy does some strange things at 
times. A one-legged man, hopping in 
and out of the crowd was doing a fine 
business selling popular song sheets. 
A poor old pencil vender eyed him en- 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


December 19, 1959 


viously, and was heard to mutter: “I 
wish I had only one leg!” 

“... repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among 
all nations . . .” (Luke 24:47) .—This 
commission was—and is—being carried 
out, There are a few spots where such 
preaching is not permitted; but on the 
whole the evangelization of the world 
goes steadily on. 

Wawona, CALir. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 


“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
“There’s a Call Comes Ringing” 
“Just as I Am, Thine Own To Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We 
thank Thee, gracious Father, for open- 
‘ing to us the door of another year. Re- 
member not against us the sins and 
failures of the year now closed, but give 
us victory over them. To those who 
know not the Saviour, match Thy gift 
of the New Year with Thy gift of the 
new life centered in Christ our Saviour 
and our Lord. To us who do know 
Him, grant an ever richer experience 
of His power, presence, guidance, and 
blessing. Speed the spread of the Gos- 
pel to all people and help us to-do our 
best to make Christ known. Encourage 
and bless the sick and the sad, the de- 
feated and the troubled. Give us kind 
hearts and wise understanding for the 
help of «people in need. Dispel the 
darkness of sin- before the light of the 
Saviour’s face, and may His reign ex- 
tend to ever more and more hearts 
and lives. Grant our petitions for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—“Don’t make a fool 
of that boy by turning him‘ into a 
missionary!” So said a man to his wife 
about their son. With his family that 
man attended a missionary-minded 
church, but he had no heart interest in 
Christ. To his mind, for his son to be- 
come a missionary would be utterly 
foolish. Today we have read of the 
greatest missionary of them all em- 
barking on his missionary career—the 


PREACH Resission or sins 


Among All Nations 














Apostle Paul. It was he who marched 
westward to plant the Gospel in Europe 
and so start it on its way to us. 

Was Paul a fool? In the eyes of the 
world he was. Realizing that fact, he 
once said he was a fool for Christ’s 
sake. But in God’s sight Paul was wise 
to givé himself so devotedly to making 
Christ known in the regions beyond. 
It was the best way to invest his life, 
for it produced a rich harvest of good 
that is still being reaped and will en- 
dure into eternity. In contrast with 
the word of that unbelieving father 
are the words of a great preacher who 
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said to his son that if God should call 
him to be a missionary, his father 
would be sorry to see him shrivel down 
into a king! Highest earthly honors 
were not to be compared with the 
career of a faithful missionary! 

Get the right slant on things and you 
will not despise a life given to spread- 
ing the Gospel to people still denied it. 
As we enter this year, let.us all resolve 
to do more than we have in the past 
to put forth our effort to make the 
Saviour known to all people. 


CaLcaRy, ALTA., CAN. 


we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, out of a storm in the 

North Atlantic came an SOS cry of 
distress whose senders were swallowed 
up by the hungry sea before relief could 
reach them. There was something very 
pathetic about that wireless rhessage 
sent out by the crew of a Japanese 
steamer, the Raifuku Maru: “Ship 39 
degrees low. Now very danger! Please 
quick assist!” 

Mere words, yes, and awkwardly 
matched, but accompanied by the blind- 
ing night of storm and a raging sea, 
they told all too clearly their tragic 
tale to the captains of the Homeric, 
the Tuscania, the Scythia, and two Ca- 
nadian tugs who rushed to the rescue. 
But all too late! 
the entire crew, went down with the 
ship and were lost. 

“Separate me Barnabas and Saul,” said 
the Holy Spirit, “for the work where- 
unto I have called them,” and that work 
was first to put out across the sea to the 
rescue of a Roman officer who was be- 
ing strangled in the net of a sorcerer. 
It was a call from the Spirit of God, 
who had heard the cry of a soul in 
distress. Barnabas and Saul heard the 
call and laid aside every other plan to 
obey God’s summons. They were suc- 
cessful. They threw out the lifeline to 
Sergius Paulus and he “believed, being 
astonished at the doctrine of the Lord.” 
And on they went, finding and rescuing 
other perishing souls. 

The call from the perishing crew of 
the Raifuku Maru came not by wire 
nor by boat, nor by a human messenger, 
but it came over the air: “Please quick 
assist!” 

Fellows, the call you will answer 
when you go on the holy venture of 
relief for Christ’s sake will not come to 
you through the usual channnels Which 
prompt your desires and which furnish 
you the means of a selfish gratification. 
The call will not come merely by sense 
of taste or smell, or touch, or sight, or 
hearing. It will be a call of the Spirit, 
and it will penetrate to that spirit in- 
side you that decides and launches your 
life’s greatest exploits. In that inner 
chamber of your heart you will hear 
the Spirit’s “still small voice,” distinctly 
saying, “Separate me (your name) for 
the work whereunto I have called you.” 
And ccincidently you will hear that 
other spirit-call of distress out of the 


Thirty-eight souls, ° 
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_ storm that is engulfing helpless souls, 


“Now very danger! Please quick as- 
sist!” 

Will you go to the rescue, fellows? 
Some of you must hear that cry of dis- 
tress and some of you must, go. Will it 
be you?” Listen, fellows, the call is in 
the air. They are dying. 

This week I talked with a young man 
who is very successful in his profession 
—unusually successful. He is in the very 
peak of health—handsome and a mag- 
netic personality; very popular, not 
only with his professional associates, 
but in social circles, as well. It might 
seem futile to challenge a fellow as 
happily established as that to make 
the sacrifice of going to the mission 
field; but the Spirit seemed to call for 
it and I laid the matter before him. 
To my surprise, he took it seriously 
and appeared to be really interested. 
I told him I was praying that he would 


get the “vision,” and he answered, “Pray 


not only for the vision but for the 
courage and the faith to accept the 
challenge.” One ‘never knows ..where 
the lightning will strike. 

Let us pray a moment, fellows: O 
Saviour, Jesus Christ,*are you saying 
that to me, “Separate me”? Give me 
the courage and the faith to answer the 
call. 

: WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


7 
ECENTLY one of my former pu- 
pils, now a senior in high school, 
was telling me what a blessing Bible 
memory work has been to her. Then 
she said, “I wish you had made us learn 
the questions on the Scripture Cate- 
chism Cards, as well as the answers.” 

I replied, “I did not ask you to learn 
the questions, because they are not in- 
spired.” ; 

“IT understand that, but I’m now learn- 
ing the questions as I review the cards, 
because the Scripture Catechism is a 
connected body of Christian doctrine. I 
did not realize this until I started 
learning the questions, too. So I think 
the girls would get more out of it if 
they learned the questions on the cards 
as well as the answers,” she answered. 

This girl is a fine, thoughtful Chris- 
tian, and I believe it would be worth 
while to try her suggestion. This quar- 
ter we have an easy card, “God the 
Father,”! so we will learn both ques- 
tions and answers. 

Our new card begins: Question: 
“Where does God live?” Answer: 
“Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is 
my throne, and the earth is my foot- 
stool” (Isa, 66: 1a). 

Now Judy will tell us the review 
story about Peter’s escape. 

Today’s lesson is found in Acts 13. 
We will read the first 15 verses and 
then, because time is limited, we will 





‘The Scripture Oatechism Card, “God the 
Father’ may be ordered from V. D. Gunder- 
son, Ferndale, Wash., at 25 cents a dozen, 
postpaid. 
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drop down to verse 38 and finish the 
chapter. As we do this, we can answer 
the following questions: (1) How many 
prophets and teachers in the Antioch 
church are named in verse 1? (2) Who 
said that Barnabas and Saul should be 
set apart for a special work? (3) What 
did the leaders of the Antioch church do 
before they sent away Barnabas and 
Saul? (4) According to verse 4, who 
sent Paul and Barnabas to the mission 
field? (5) What did these men preach 
in the Jewish synagogues of Cyprus? 
(6) What was the name of the Roman 
deputy of the island? (7) Who was the 
man who tried to keep Sergius Paulus 
from being saved? (8) What punish- 
ment did Elymas the sorcerer receive? 
(9) Why would physical blindness be 
a suitable punishment for him? (10) 
What happened to Sergius Paulus? (11) 
Who- left Barnabas and Paul at this 
time? (12) What did the Jews, in the 
synagogue of lesser Antioch, invite Paul 
and Barnabas to do? (v. 15.) (13) What 
did Paul tell these Jews that they could 
have, through the Saviour Jesus? (v. 38.) 
(14) What did the Gentiles beg Paul 
to do, at the end of the service? (15) 
How many came the next Sabbath to 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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hear the Word of God? (16) What 
made the Jews angry with Paul and 
Barnabas? (17) When the Jews con- 
tradicted Paul, to whom did he say 
they would turn? (18) Whom did these 
Jews stir up against Paul and Barnabas? 
(19) What happened to Paul and Bar- 
nabas then? (20) How did they feel 
about this? 

Here is a review story for someone 
to tell next Sunday: 


A WIcKED MEDICINE MAN 


When Barnabas brought Saul to An- 
tioch, the Christians there had only 
recently been saved. 

Barnabas and Saul taught them God’s 
Word, so the Christians grew in num- 
bers and in strength. Soon there were 
many earnest Christians in the Antioch 
church. By and by they had three good 
‘Bible teachers there, in addition to Bar- 
nabas and Paul. 

Then the Holy Spirit told the Chris- 
tians there to set apart Paul and Bar- 
nabas for the work He was going to 
give them. The Christians fasted and 
prayed, and then sent Barnabas and 
Paul away. These early missionaries 
went first to the island of Cyprus, Bar- 
nabas’s home country. In every syna- 
gogue they visited on the island, they 
preached the Word of God. 

Sergius Paulus, Roman governor of 
Cyprus, became interested in the Gos- 
pel, and was ready to accept Christ 
as Saviour, when a magician named 
Elymas tried to turn him from the faith. 

Paul fixed his eyes on Elymas and 
told him that because he was trying to 
keep Sergius Paulus in spiritual dark- 
ness, he would have to dwell in phys- 
ical darkness for a time. Immediately 
Elymas became blind, and went around 
trying to find someone to lead him by 
the hand. 

When Sergius Paulus saw this, he 
knew that the message Paul and Bar- 
nabas had brought was indeed from the 
living God. So he believed in the 
Lord. 

This chapter is one of contrasts: the 
obedient Christians at Antioch, and the 
opposition of Satan’s man, the Gentiles 
in Antioch eager to hear the Word, 
and the jealous Jews driving Paul and 
Barnabas away. There are only two 
sides, Christ’s and Satan’s. On which 
side are you? 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Without Prejudice—And that repent- 
_ ance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all nations 
(Luke 24:47, Golden Text). Not long 
ago I had a letter from a liberal sup- 
porter of missions, enclosing a check for 
a hundred dollars, with this notation 
as a postscript, “Here is my contribu- 
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tion to foreign missions, with the un- 
derstanding that not one dime shall go 
to Japan!” That year, in my denomina- 
tion, 146 young people applied for mis- 
sionary service. Thirty to go to Brazil; 
27 to Africa; 20 to China; 3 to Korea; 
3 to Mexico; but no one wanted to go 
to Japan. There were many who ex- 
pressed no preference. I doubt whether 
any Christian has the right to bring 
into the sphere of his missionary atti- 
tude his political or national prejudices. 
We are not told to go and preach the 
Gospel to people that we like, or Whose 
politics we approve.—Source unknown. 
Sent by J. W. Philp, Demorest, Ga. 


Ground Crew.—Simeon .:. Niger... 
Lucius . .. Manaen (Acts 13:1). Paul 
and Barnabas were chosen by the Holy 
Spirit and sent forth by Him to that 
most important work of taking the 
Gospel to those who had never heard 
it. But what of those who were left 
behind, men like Simeon Niger, Lucius, 
and Manaen and many others? Was 
there no share in the work:-for them? 
Indeed there was! They preached and 
taught; they ministered to the Lord; 
they fasted and-prayed for the two who 
went. Doubtless they gave of their 
substance. In fact, they were, to Paul 
and Barnabas, something like a present- 
day. ground crew to the crew of 
an airplane. No one knows much about 
them except God. But their work will 
be rewarded.—Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


The Real Reformers.—When they had 
fasted and prayed, . . . they sent them 
away (Acts 13:3). Wycliffe believed 
that the. Reformation in England was 
promoted more by the labors of the 
poor men whom he sent out from Lut- 
terworth than by his own. He gathered 
around him a- number of the poor peo- 
ple whom he instructed in the faith, 
and then he sent them two and two in 
every village, as Jesus did. They went 
into t® marketplace and gathered the 
people around; they opened the Book 
and read a chapter, and then they left 
a manuscript of it, which for months 
and years afterward the people would 
assemble to read, and would remember 
the gospellers that had come to tell 
them the Gospel of Christ. These men 
went from town to town, and from vil- 
lage to village, and though their names 
are unknown to fame, they were the 
real reformers. You may talk of Cran- 
mer and Latimer and Ridley; they did 
much, but the real reformers of the 
English nation were people whose 
names have perished from the annals 
of ‘time, but are written in the records 
of eternity—From “The Sermons of C. 
H. Spurgeon.” Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


A Safe Guide—So they, being sent 
forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto 
Seleucia; and from thence they sailed 
to Cyprus (Acts 13:4). Of all sailors 
the ancient Norsemen must have been 
the most, daring. In their little boats 
they made distant voyages throughout 
the Northern Atlantic. Centuries be- 
fore the time of Columbus they are 
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thought to have explored the route to 
America. When Columbus crossed the 
sea, he -had the help of a compass. 
However, the Norsemen had no scien- 
tific instruments. They did have a 
guide that you will think strange. They 
carried with them on their voyages a 
cage containing several ravens. When 
they were uncertain where they were 
or which direction to. follow, they 
would release one of the ravens. As 
the bird flew high into the air, the dar- 
ing sailors would follow the same di- 
rection the bird took. They knew that 
the raven with its keener eyesight and 
higher vision would lead them to land. 
When we are uncertain where we are 
or which way to follow, the Holy Spirit, 
if given a chance, will show the way to 
go.—Source unknown. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Unheeded Warnings.—But when the 
Jews saw the multitudes, they were 
filled with envy, and spake against 
those .things which were spoken by 
Paul, contradicting and blaspheming 
(Acts 13:45). In 1888 a corps of civil 
engineers came to Johnstown, Pa., and 
examined the dam that controlled the 
waters flowing down the valley. They 
went to the authorities and said, “The 
dam is unsafe. The people in the val- 
ley are in constant. danger!” Some 
said, “You can’t scare us!” That fall 
the men came back and again ex- 
amined the dam. Again they reported, 
“We warn you people, your city is in 
hourly danger.” The people laughed. 
In the spring the engineers examined 
the dam the third time, and again 
warned the people, but the people did 
nothing. Fifteen days later a boy rode 
furiously into the valley shouting, “Run 
for your lives! The dam has broken!” 
In a few minutes the swirling waters 
struck Johnstown, completely inundat- 
ing the city. More than thirty-seven 
hundred souls were swept into eternity. 
The Saviour never uttered sadder words 
than these, “Ye will not come unto me, 
that ye might have life” (John 5:40). 
How His great heart of love yearns to 
save you! How moving is the scene of 
our Lord weeping -éver the city of 
Jerusalem whose people He had come 
to save! “How often would I have 
gathered thy children together, ... and 
ye would not!” (Matt. 23:37.)—From 
Prairie Overcomer. Sent by Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


A Boundless Horizon—For so hath 
the Lord commanded us, saying, I have 
set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, 
that thou shouldest be for salvation 
unto the ends of the earth (Acts 13:47). 
When Dr. Duff, a white-haired veteran, 
was pleading for India in the General 
Assembly Hall in Edinburgh, he fainted 
in the middle of his address, and they 
bore him to the vestry unconscious. In 
a little while he recovered and begged 
to be taken back. “You will die if you 
do,” they said. “I'll die,” he answered, 
“if I don’t. I must go on and ask the 


young men of Scotland if there is no- 
body left but me to go back and tell the 
millions of India of the love -of Jesus.” 
The Christian’s horizon ought to be ab- 
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Lesson for January 3 


solutely boundless: we are to “abound 
unto every good work”; every throb in 
the heart of God ought to be a throb 
in mine; every interest that absorbs 
God ought to absorb me. In the im- 
perishable words of Augustine: “I take 
a whole Christ for my Saviour; I take a 
whole Bible for my staff; I take the 
whole Church for my fellowship; and I 
take the whole world for my parish.” 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. 


“Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


A Strategic Weapon.—And the word 
of the Lord was published throughout 
all the region (Acts 13:49). A motto 
hanging in a news office reads: “Our 
Salvation Depends Upon Our Printing 
the News.” In the desperate .all-out 
ideological battle for men’s minds, it 
may well be that our salvation depends 
upon our printing the news—the Good 
News of Christ. To quote Field Di- 
rector Davis of the Sudan Interior 
Mission, “Literature is undoubtedly 
God’s strategic weapon for the evan- 
gelization of the world in these last 
days.” Benjamin Franklin once said, 
“Give me 26 lead soldiers, and I’ll con- 
quer the world.” He referred, of course, 
to the alphabet in type metal or print- 
er’s lead. It is still true that “the pen 
is mightier than the sword.”—From the 
Prairie Overcomer. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Chosen for a Mission 
(Acts 13:1-5) 

ERE you ever chosen to go on an 

important errand, perhaps to take 
the class money to the bank? Once 
two men were chosen for an important 
mission. And young John Mark was 
chosen as assistant or helper. 

We leave Jerusalem, where Peter was 
saved by prayer and God’s power, for 
Antioch, a foreign city. (Use the map 
with its arrows used last quarter for 
lesson nine.) You may later hear, or 
remember from your reading of Acts, 
how the Gospel good news reached 
this place so far distant from Jeru- 
salem. But right now see how many 
preachers—prophets and_ teachers—it 
had (Acts 13:1). Five! The verse tells 
us a little about three of them, but not 
a thing about the first and last! That 
is because Luke thought you would 
know. Do you? I have chosen some of 
you for a special job or mission today. 
Alice is chosen to tell the story of Bar- 
nabas up this far (assign references 
beforehand: Acts 4:34-37; 9:26, 27; 11: 
19-30), and Richard the story of Saul 
(7: 58-60; 8:1, 3; 9:1-30; 11:25-30; 12: 
25). 

What were the Lord’s orders to His 
people in Acts 1:8? Now the witnesses 
are as far as Antioch. (Draw an arrow 
on the map.) What are the Lord’s 
plans next? I think the preachers were 
having a prayer meeting about it, and 
the Lord picked His men. (Read 13:2.) 
The church sent them, and the first real 


‘ has oxen; 
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foreign missionaries were off! (Read 
vv. 3, 4.) Can you follow them on a 
map? Who will draw a line across to 
Cyprus? First, they preached to the 
Jews who lived in the cities; then, to 
the Gentile foreigners. 

Who went along to help Barnabas 
and Saul? (Read v. 5b.) 
change in meaning of the word “min- 
ister.” Don’s special mission today is 
to tell us about John Mark, also called 
Mark and Marcus (12:3-17, 25; Col. 4: 
10). Long afterward the Lord gave 
Mark a special mission: to write a 
story about the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
have it, the Gospel of Mark; in it you 
can find the Lord’s words about being 
a “minister” or helper (Mark 10:43b- 
45). 

How many of you can say, “Mission 
accomplished,” on reading all of Acts 
13? Then you saw a miracle blindness, 
Saul’s name changed to Paul, Barnabas 
and Saul off to a new country, Mark’s 
quitting, Saul’s Bible-story sermon lead- 
ing up to the Lord’ Jesus’ life, death, 
resurrection, and forgiveness of sin. (If 
the scrapbook to illustrate each chap- 
ter, which was suggested last quarter, 
has been continued, it may be used as 
a basis for review, and the map marked 
to show the route of the missionaries.) 

Chapter 14 gives three exciting hap- 
penings that John Mark missed by quit- 
ting. Paul and Barnabas kept on in spite 
of everything until they could report 
back to Antioch in Syria, “Mission ac- 
complished!” Let us draw our own’ pic- 
tures for this chapter. One will have 
a crutch in it—no, the man had never 
walked even with a crutch—well, who 
will draw that story? The next one 
and the third has stones. 
Who will draw them? The rest of you 
draw any story you like—or all three! 

Missionary Paul also wrote letters to 
Christian people and churches. Our 
Memory Verse, which tells about giving 
up your own likes and convenience to 
help another, is in Paul’s Letter, 1 Co- 
rinthians 10:24: “Let no man seek his 
own, but every man another’s wealth.” 
If we are to have a bookmark on 
whjch to put the star for that verse, 
we must start learning the names of 
Paul’s Letters). You may have a rib- 
bon for as far as you can name them 
next Sunday. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HENEVER a man or a woman or 
W: boy or girl receives the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Saviour, immediately he 
is in God’s army. The Capfain of the 
army is the Lord Jesus Himself, the 
Son of God. You surely know enough 
about the United States Army to know 
that when the captain gives a command 
the soldiers know it must be obeyed— 
at once! No one asks, “Why should we 
do that?” They do not say, “T’ll do that 
tomorrow.” No, indeed! They know, 
as soon as they are in the army, that 


Explain the ° 
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what the captain commands must be 
immediately obeyed. — 

So it must be in God’s army. Dis- 
obedience to the commands of the Lord 
Jesus result¢ in defeat for all Chris- 
tians. Obedience brings victory. 

After His resurrection, and before the 
Lord Jesus returned to Heaven, He gave 
some commands that no one has any 
right to question. They are commands 
that must be obeyed. He said, “All 
power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations” (Matt. 28:18, 19). He was 
concerned that His message get to every 
land. He commanded also, “Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature” (Mark 16:15). He 
wanted His message to get to every 
person in every land. His very last 
words before He ascended into Heaven 
were, “Ye shall be witnesses unto me” 
(Acts 1:8). These are the words of to- 
day’s memory verse. He fully expected 
His earlier commands to be obeyed. 
“Ye shall be 'witnesses.” 

The believers of those days took His 
commands to heart. - They immediately 
obeyed Him. They preached and they 
lived so that others heard and saw 
what the risen, ascended Lord Jesus 
did to each one who believed in Him. 
A few of the Jewish Christians ‘ had 
gone to the Gentile city of Antioch to 
preach the Gospel. The people ‘there 
worshiped idols—false, make-believe 
gods. Because of their going, many, 
many people received the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. It was there in An- 
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tioch that the first church for Gentiles 
was established. When the Jewish 
Christians in Jerusalem heard about 
this, they sent one of their leaders, 
Barnabas, to find out more about it. 
When Barnabas saw the marvelous 
things that God had done for them, he 
stayed for a long time, teaching and 
preaching. Later he sent for his friend, 
Saul (Paul), who also went to the city 
and stayed to preach and teach. 

God’s Holy Spirit had taught the 
Christians so well that we read in 
God’s Word, “Now there were in the 
church that was at Antioch certain 
prophets and teachers.” There was not 
simply one minister as we have in our 
churches today. There were several— 
five—who, without jealousy, were tak- 
ing turns preaching and teaching. There 
was Barnabas, who had sold all that he 
had and put everything into the work 
of the Lord. There was a colored man 
—Simeon, called Niger. God had been 
working in a mighty way, so that peo- 
ple of different colors and different 
races were working together happily. 

Besides Barnabas and Simeon there 
was Lucius, a Gentile. (Before this, 
the leaders had been mostly Jews.) 
Another of the leaders was Manaen, 
who had beeh brought up in a royal 
family. Now he had a much higher 
honor—a minister of the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ! The fifth leader of 
the church at Antioch was Saul (Paul). 

One day God’s Holy Spirit spoke to 
the five leaders and apparently to all 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 997) 


1. Barnabas, Paul, and John Mark 
(Acts 13:2, 5, 13). 

2. Of the Holy Ghost, and of the 
prophets and teachers in Antioch (vv. 
1-4). 

3. At his words Elymas the sorcerer 
was blinded (vv. 8, 11). 

4. Either because he did not want to 
face the trials of the journey; or be- 
cause he wanted to see his mother in 
Jerusalem (cf. 12:12); or for some other 
reason which provoked Paul (cf. 15:38). 

5. This was the Saviour’s plan (1:8); 
and Paul knew that the Gospel of 
Christ in all its power was directed 
“to the Jew first” (Rom. 1:16). 

6. Acts 13:9, in connection with the 
events on Cyprus. 

7. A record of Hebrew Biblical his- 
tory leading up to King David (vv. 
15-22); the person and ministry of 
Christ (vv. 23-37); an appeal to faith 
(vv. 38-41). 

8. The Jews were envious, contra- 
dicting Paul and stirring up opposition 
(vv. 45, 50)} many Gentiles were saved 
(v. 48). 

9. First, the ministry of. Saul and 
Barnabas; second, each became a dis- 
tributing center for the Good News 
(11: 22-26; 13:1, 2, 49). 

10. “With joy, and with the. Holy 
Ghost” (11:52). 


Mepra, Pa. 
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of the Christians at Antioch. He said, 
“I want Barnabas and Saul for a special 
ministry. I want them to go out into 
the world with the message of salva- 
tion.” No one, it seems, thought of 
waiting to obey the command. No one 
thought of disobeying. When the com- 
mand was given, the Christians met to- 
gether. Barnabas and Saul knelt, the 
people put their hands on the heads 
of the two men to show that even 
though they had to remain at home, 
they would be praying for the two and 
helping in whatever way possible. All 
were to work together in getting the 
Gospel to every nation and to every 
person. 

By praying now for missionaries, by 
giving offerings for missions, by speak- 
ing to your friends about the Lord 
Jesus, you can be a missionary. Our 
Captain commands you to do so. You 
will obey this week, will you not? 

MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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Christian Fellowship Cruise 
(Continued from page 994) 


ing, located at a seven hundred foot 
elevation with two hundred acres under 
cultivation. Here is a magnificent col- 
lection of orchids, tropical trees, citrus 
fruits, coffee, and other tropical plants. 
The party will return to the Empress 
of England for lunch. 

The Empress of England will be the 
hotel of the party at all times, and a 
very lovely hotel, too. She is large— 
25,500 tons—has five decks, four ele- 
vators, is fully air-conditioned, and is 
equipped with every convenience and 
comfort for the enjoyment of the pas- 
sengers. 

The cruise starts at New York City, 


February 17, returning thereto on 
March 7. 
Many comprehensive _ sight-seeing 


tours that will add interest and pleas- 
ure have been included in this cruise. 
A circular is available entitled, “Let’s 
Go Cruising This Winter,” which gives 
details, including prices. If you are 
interested in having a fine winter va- 
eation during a time when average 
weather in the United States is rather 
inclement, write to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, and 
the circular will be sent to you im- 
mediately. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will 
be with the party throughout the cruise. 
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A Chicken-House Sunday Schoo! 
(Continued from page 994) | 


shone. They made bright curtains to 
hang at the windows. 

Finally, services were announced by 
personal couriers—the members of the 
Welty family. Benches were borrowed 
from the neighbors.. The father’s car 
was used to transport some who could 
not walk. And the day for opening ar- 
rived after help was enlisted from 
teachers from the city church. 


December 19, 1959 


The chicken-house Sunday school at 
Woodpoint became a success. The Lord 
met them there that day. Before long 
the place could not hold the more than 
seventy-five that attended. 

The Lord worked to make the work 
known through one of the teachers, 
Mr. Dorman, who had many business 
contacts. Hearts of folks who had 
money were touched. A Jewish theater 
owner, though not a Christian, was 
moved to give generously. Later, the 
chicken house was replaced by a little 
cement-block church. Since that time, 
twenty-five years ago, the little Sunday 
school has enlarged in both size and 
membership. It has an attendance of 
about two hundred. 

The little old chicken house still 
stands, unused and unneeded, but be- 
cause the Lord came into it that day, 
there is a thriving church preaching 
the Gospel of the .LLord Jesus. From 
it have gone forth many Christian 
workers to other parts of the world 
with the same message that they had 
heard in the chicken-house Sunday 
school. 

If you should visit the Woodpoint 
Gospel Church, listen to its pastor, and 
see its thriving Sunday school, you 
would praise the Lord, too, that the 
chickens had “flown the coop” and the 
Lord moved in that day. 


Dosso, NIGER, FRENGH WEST AFRICA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 3 


Help for the New Year 
(Psa. 121; Heb. 13:6) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

E Psalm chosen as part of the 
Scripture portion for this week’s 
topic is thought to have been one of 
those Psalms that were used by the 
people of Israel as rhythmical chants 
as they were on their way to the Temple 
—perhaps as they ascended the very 
steps that led up to the Temple. 
; we 
This week’s topic recognizes that we 
need help to enable us to meet the 
difficulties and demands of life, and 
the chosen verses from God’s Word are 
intended to show where we can obtain 
that help through the coming year. 
we 


Our King James Version does not 
give the full meaning of the opening 
verse of Psalm 121. When the psalmist 
lifted up his eyes, as he journeyed up 
to the Temple, he’saw all about him the 
mountains that surrounded Jerusalem. 
Important as these had proved to be 
in the military defense of the city, he 
recognized that real defense came not 
from the mountains but from the One 
who created the mountains, and so he 
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Lesson for January 3 





exclaimed, as our American Standard 
Version shows: 
I will lift up mine eyes unto the 


mountains: 
From whence shall help come? 
= help cometh from Jehovah, 

o made heaven and earth. 


In a later Psalm (125) we find: 


a, the ca are round about 
eru 

So Jehovah’ is round about his people 
Prom this time forth and for evermore. 


As you step forward into 1960, are 
you conscious that you belong to God 
through faith in His Son? (John 1:12, 
13.) If this is true of you, then no mat- 
ter what the future holds, your Heav- 
enly Father is in the future and you are 
in His keeping. Nothing can touch 
you without first coming through His 
protecting and surrounding care, and 
you therefore have nothing to fear. 


ve 


We read much today about the im- 
portance, especially to young people, of 
the feeling of security, and we are told 
that it is lack of security that causes 
so many young people to do strange 
and seemingly inexplicable things. But 
here the psalmist points out (vv. 3, 4) 
that our footing is sure if we are look- 
ing to God as our. source of strength 
and help. Earthly friends sometimes 
grow weary or slack in helping us, but 
our God never relaxes His care and pro- 
tection. Cam we ask for more? 


Notice the description (vv. 5-8) of 
the protection that is ours if the Lord 
is our keeper. The Oriental is very 
conscious of the danger in the intense 
heat of the sun. We, too, need pro- 
tection from the consuming heat of suc- 
cess and prosperity and the praise of 
men that can turn our heads and cause 
us to forget our God. We also need 
protection from the “cold” of adversity 
and failure, suggested by the psalmist’s 
reference to the “moon at night.” But 
if God is our keeper, and if we are 
consciously and gladly continuing in 
His.love and care (John 15:4, 9), we are 
assured that He will protect us from 
all such dangerous and disquieting cir- 
cumstances. 

s¥ 


In fact, God’s care extends through- 
out the whole of life and in every place 
or condition in which we find our- 
Selves in obedience to His direction 
and leading, as indicated by the ex- 
pression, “thy going out and thy com- 
ing in.” And His is an unending pro- 
tection, “even for evermore.” 


b 4 


Thus, counting upon and resting upon 
God’s protection and care is not pre- 
sumption. It may be claimed with 
boldnes?, as our Scripture verse in He- 
brews 6 indicates. Because of God’s 
love for His Son, it is His delight to 
care for those who will delight them- 
Selves in Him (Psa. 37). Will you de- 
light yourself in the Lord throughout 
1960, and thus enjoy His care and pro- 
tection? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Betty's Miracle 


(Continued from second page) 


my darling, he would want that. You 
see, he is a rich man and does much of 
his work free for those in need because 
first of all he is serving God.” 

“Well, if I hadn’t gone to try to buy a 
miracle, I’d never have met him,” said 
Betty. “I think God told me to go, so 
Tll give Him all I have in my box to 
thank Him.” 

So, on a happy Sunday morning, 
Betty made her thank offering for the 
recovery of her much-loved twin 
brother. 

WortTHING, Sussex, ENG. 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered: through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and: Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Basic Beliefs. By Donald E. Demaray. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $2.) ‘The author, a member of the 
faculty of Seattle Pacific College, has 
recognized the increased interest in the- 
ology that is manifest in churches and 
colleges today. His purpose in writing 
this book has been to provide an in- 
troductory guide to Christian doctrine 
for such groups. 

In large measure, Dr. Demaray has 
accomplished his purpose. The basic 
beliefs of the Christian church are here 
restated in simple language, and with 
effective illustrations. The author has 
read widely, and the bibliographies ap- 
pended to each chapter are very help- 
ful. The stress throughout the book is 
devotional, and in that sense exceed- 
ingly practical. There is much here that 
will help men to get a first glimpse of 
the glories of Biblical doctrine. 

In his attempt to present eternal truth 
in present-day language, Dr. Demaray 
on occasion goes to an extreme that is 
more novel than helpful. For example, 
his suggestion that Acts 1:8 means “you 
shall receive the jet power to blast off 
into a sinful atmosphere, to win men 
and women to Jesus Christ” (p. 107) is 
interesting, but hardly an improvement 
on the time-honored phraseology. 

The author does not hesitate to deal 
with points on which faithful Christians 
have disagreed, and he is to be honored 
for doing so. On the other hand, the 
treatment here is necessarily so brief 
that it is bound to be rather unsatisfac- 
tory to those who disagree with certain 
phases of his teaching.. His outlook on 
man’s condition and on sanctification 
seems to be largely of an Arminian na- 
ture, while when he deals with baptism, 
he quotes Reformed theologians in an 
endeavor to sustain a relationship be- 
tween baptism and circumcision. 

In these cases, objections are either 
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passed by lightly or overlooked alto- 
gether. Granted that the depths of the- 
ology cannot be explored, it seems un- 
fortunate that serious differences of 
opinion among sincere Christians are so 
lightly treated. 


Commentary on the New Testament. 
By John Trapp. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $9.95.) 
Spurgeon said: “He who shall excel 
Trapp had need to rise very early in 
the morning. Trapp is my especial 
companion and treasure.”. John Trapp, 
Puritan divine, went home to his Lord 
in 1669, after an eventful, sixty-eight- 
year life as pastor, schoolmaster, and 
parliamentary insurgent. . His five-vol- 
ume Bible commentary is called “in 
some respects .. . the best of the Puri- 
tan commentaries.” The New Testa- 
ment ‘commentary, 790 double-column 
pages, now reprinted, is written in the 
classical, ecclesiastical style of the 
1600’s. It is heavy with hundreds of 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew citations to 
baffie all but the very learned. All too 
often, dn attention-arresting argument 
is clinched by a quotation in a foreign 
tongue. This strongly Calvinistic com- 
mentator is not famous for systematic 
exegesis or exposition, but for fiery 
flashes of color and humor. “Trapp is 
salt, pepper, mustard, vinegar, and all 
the other condiments,” to quote Spur- 
geon. again. Trapp’s eschatology is dis- 
appointing, though typical of his time. 
The thousand years of Revelation 20:2 
are interpreted as the era from Con- 
stantine to Pope Boniface VIII. As a 
source book for the study of Puritan 
Biblical interpretation the book is of 
value. As a tool for the study of the 
New Testament it is a curiosity only. 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1960 


AVE you discovered what a valu- 

able tool THE Sunpay ScHoo.t Truus 
International Uniform Lesson List can 
be in your class or school? The list of 
1960 lessons is now ready. Many super- 
intendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson -preparation at 
home. When used in the regular Sun- 
day school sessions instead of lesson 
leaflets, they may stimulate pupils to 
use the Bible itself rather than printed 
excerpts from it. Some superintendents 
find the list convenient to hand to sub- 
stitute teachers as a guide for their les- 
son preparation. 

The 1960 Lesson List is prepared in 
a very convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 


with the Scripture references and Gol- 
den Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Why not order a supply of the 1960 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for use? 

Ordering a supply now will insure 
having your lists whenever you have 
need for them. . They may be had for 
20 cents a copy, $2 a dozen, or $16 a 
hundred, from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible gy on. the International 


Lessons, issued the International 
Sunday School son Committee. ° 


December 28 to January 3 


Mon.—Acts. 13:1-12._ 
An Overseas Mission. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “So they, being 
sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed 
unto Seleucia; and from thence they 
sailed to Cyprus.” This mission fitted 
in with the Lord’s great commission. 


It is not enough to be saved, we must ° 


also serve Christ and be managed by 
Him. We are saved to serve. The. first 
question of a convert of Christ should 
be, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?” (Acts 9:6.) The Spirit gives grace 
and gumption. The call of the Lord is 
“Forward.” We need to make speed 
in this duty. Our work must be to 
pray for and support the evangelism 
of thousands in every nation. Com- 
munism has hundreds of thousands of 
propagandists: Christ has but thousands 
of missionaries. Go on your knees for 
missionaries; God can cause one to chase 
a thousand. Pray for missions in the 
Congo. 


Tues.—Acts 13:13-25. 
Preaching in Pisidian Antioch. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They came to 
Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, and sat 
down.” Paul and Barnabas sat in that 
place of worship. Under the leading 
of the Spirit of God they were ready 
for service in that synagogue and city. 
They were guided and honored by God’s 
particular providences. The record re- 
veals great success. Luther also ma- 
jored on this same theme, “justification 
by faith” in Christ. Ministers would do 
well to sit at the feet of the Lord’s 
chosen apostle and learn the secret of 
the power of the doctrine of “justifi- 
eation of the penitent sinner by faith.” 
Pray for the work of the Spirit in 
Japan. 


Wed.—Acts 13:26-37. His Witnesses. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “His witnesses 
unto the people.” The resurrection of 
Christ is the best established fact of 
history. God in the person of His Son 
has all His mightiest works outdone. 
Salvation can only be experienced by 
those who believe in the actual, bodily 
resurrection of Christ from death and 
the grave (Rom. 10:8-13). The potency 
of the Gospel, spoken by humble 
preachers in the power of the Spirit, 
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will again prove to be the greatest sav- 
ing power in all the world. Massed 
crowds gathered by the great evan- 
gelists of the Christian Era prove that 
the Gospel still will draw the multi- 
tudes. Pray for a mighty work of the 
Spirit in Latin America. 


Thurs.—Acts 13:38-43. 
“In the Grace of God.” 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “Continue in the 
grace of God.” The hearers of Christ’s 
Gospel preached by Paul and Barna- 
bas were so impressed that they wanted 
more and more Gospel preaching. ‘They 
recognized it as “the true grace of 
God” (1 Pet. 5:12), and they had ocular 
proof of what His Gospel had done for 
the men who declared unto them that 
great Good News. The drawing, heart- 
moving power of the Gospel is unfortu- 
nately only slightly employed as _ it 
should be. Note the emphasis on the 
sin question (vv. 38-41). All were 
aware of God’s wrath against sin and 
felt the need for the grace that saves. 
Pray for Trinity Seminary and Bible 
College, Chicago. i 


Fri—Acts 13:44-52. 
Persecuted but Joyful. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Filled with joy, 
and with the Holy Ghost.” The first 
Christian men lived by faith, not by 
sentiment. They believed the Lord 
Jesus when He said, “Blessed” of those 
persecuted for righteousness sake. They 
rejoiced exceedingly in tribulation for 
His sake. They rejoiced to sip some of 
the froth of Christ’s .bitter cup, the 
drops of which He had drained. They 
rejoiced and were exceeding glad: for 
great is their reward in Heaven (Matt. 
5:10-12). When you get to Heaven you 
will thank the Lord more for your 
troubles and trials than you will for 
your days of pleasantness and peace. 
The Lord is reaping the rewards of 
“travail” of soul. Eternal satisfaction 
awaits your earthly tribulation. Pray 
for a great work of the Spirit in Italy. 


Sat.—Galatians 1:1-12. 
Paul’s One Gospel. 
PRAYER SuGGeEsTions: “I certify you, 
brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached of me is not after man. For 
I neither received it of man, neither 
was I taught it, but by the revelation 
of Jesus Christ.” There is only one 
Gospel. Paul uses the above language 
because false brethren were trying to 
ruin his influence over Galatian be- 
lievers. God allowed Paul to be “put 
in trust with the. gospel” for us Gen- 
tiles (1 Thess. 2:4). Pray for Scripture 
Press, Wheaton, Ill. ? 


Sun.—Ephesians 3:1-6. 
Our Stewardship of the Gospel. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The dispensa- 
tion of the grace of God.” All are 
duty bound to +pass on the Gospel. 
Hired preachers on pay and mission- 
aries on pay minister to the heathen. 
That is well and good; but we are all 
bound to be witnesses for Christ. “Let 
your light so shine before men” in the 
corner where you are. Pray for Youth 
for Christ International, Wheaton, Ill. 








